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sists in juggling and sleight of hand, another part in
fraud and falsehood, another in the most ignorant
pretences ; and the last, and as I may say, the only
real part, in a mere necromancy and dealing with
familiar spirits.

In their operations, were their acquirements
divine, was their power from Heaven, were the
extraordinary accomplishments which they boast of,
truly, and as they say seraphic and heavenly, it
would appear in this, that like their heavenly origi-
nal they would be exerted in doing good ; they
would be shown in acts of charity, of beneficence to
mankind, moving the world to reform, and in a
word, in bringing a glory to religion, and to every
laudable thing; whereas on the contrary, we see.
the magicians of the latter ages of the world are,
and always have been, employed in the extreme of
wickedness, in the blackest crimes, in protecting
and encouraging the worst and most devilish prac-
tices in the world, prompting confederated mischiefs,
joining in with murder, treason, assassination, and
all manner of wicked things.

Thus they tell us of the magicians among the Ger-
mans, who fomented the rebellion of those enthusiasts
called Anabaptists, which brought so many thousands
to their grave by war and treason. Some will tell us
that count Wallenstein, the great general under the
emperor Ferdinand II., and who fought the great bat-
tle of Lutzen against the king of Sweden, used magic?
and that several of the German officers had charms
and spells about them, to render them invulnerable,
so that no sword would cut them, no bullets wound
them ; but that they were deluded by the magicians,
for that many of them were found among the slain
with charms hanging about their necks, and that
Wallenstein himself, notwithstanding his magic art,
was overthrown and shamefully beaten by the
Swedes in that great battle, and was himself after-